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[bookmark: _Toc231659806]Purpose
[Band Name] is committed to providing a safe, inclusive and respectful environment for all Children and Young People participating in band activities.
This Commitment Statement outlines the standards of behaviour expected of adults involved in the Band and supports the creation of a child-safe culture where the wellbeing of Children and Young People is prioritised.
This Statement operates in conjunction with, and is subordinate to, the Pipe Bands Australia Safeguarding Children and Young People Policy, Child Safe Practices Guide and National Integrity Framework.

[bookmark: _Toc231659807]Our Commitment
[Band Name] is committed to:
· promoting the safety, welfare and wellbeing of Children and Young People;
· creating an environment where Children and Young People are treated with dignity and respect;
· fostering a culture of inclusion, participation and accountability;
· supporting adults to understand their child safeguarding responsibilities; and
· responding appropriately to concerns regarding the safety or wellbeing of Children and Young People.

[bookmark: _Toc231659808]Expected Standards of Behaviour
Adults in the Band are expected to:
· treat all Children and Young People with dignity, fairness and respect;
· act as positive role models;
· maintain appropriate boundaries;
· communicate in an open, transparent and age-appropriate manner;
· support a safe, inclusive and welcoming environment;
· respect the privacy of Children and Young People;
· comply with applicable child safety requirements; and
· immediately raise concerns regarding the safety or wellbeing of a Child or Young Person.
· 
[bookmark: _Toc231659809]Unacceptable Behaviour
Adults involved in the Band must not:
· engage in any form of abuse, neglect, grooming or exploitation;
· form inappropriate personal, emotional or sexual relationships with Children or Young People;
· engage in bullying, intimidation, humiliation or degrading behaviour;
· show favouritism or engage in behaviour that may reasonably be perceived as inappropriate;
· communicate privately with Children or Young People outside legitimate Band activities where appropriate safeguards do not exist;
· take, use or distribute images of Children or Young People without appropriate authority or consent; or
· ignore, dismiss or minimise concerns regarding child safety.
[bookmark: _Toc231659810]Reporting Concerns
All concerns relating to the safety or wellbeing of a Child or Young Person should be reported promptly.
Where a Child or Young Person is at immediate risk, emergency services should be contacted.
All other concerns should be reported and managed in accordance with:
· the Pipe Bands Australia Safeguarding Children and Young People Policy; and
· the Pipe Bands Australia Complaints, Disputes and Discipline Policy.
Band members, volunteers and office holders are not expected to investigate concerns themselves.

[bookmark: _Toc231659811]Acknowledgement
I acknowledge that I have read and understood this Child Safe Commitment Statement and agree to uphold the principles and expectations contained within it.
I further acknowledge my obligation to comply with the Pipe Bands Australia Safeguarding Children and Young People Policy and any applicable child safeguarding requirements relevant to the jurisdictions in which Band activities occur.

Name: ______________________________________

Role: _______________________________________

Signature: ___________________________________

Date: _______________________________________
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